Associate Professor Mihai Mindra

Previous experience:

· Over 20 years expertise in the fields of American literature and culture as well as Jewish-American and Romanian literatures resulting in publications (books and numerous articles published since 1974) as well as courses and seminars conducted in this study area at the University of Bucharest, research work as Fulbright scholar (Brandeis University), JFK  Institute fellow, University of Warwick  fellow.

· Has supervised numerous B.A. and M.A. dissertations leading to Ph.D. theses in this domain; founded and organized the Judaic Studies Department of the University of Bucharest; set up a Jewish-American study and research group within the American Studies Department of the same university, two of its members participating in this project.

Expertise areas: Jewish-American Literature; American Literature; Romanian Literature; Cultural Studies

Publications on the project research topic:

· “Re-storying Tradition: Judaic Lore and Jewish American Fiction” (forthcoming, Paris: Peter Lang), following the presentation of an eponymous paper at the international colloquium Herméneutique et bricolage: territoires et frontières de la tradition dans le judaïsme, organized by the Oriental Studies Institute “Sergiu Al-George”, Bucharest, October, 27-28, 2006. 

· “La Roumanie et les Juifs. Pessimisme ou lucidité?” Cité, 29/2007, Presses Universitaire de France, 2007.
· “A Taste of Doom: Postmodern Deconstructions of Jewishness in Melvin Jules Bukiet’s After”. University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies. Vol. VII, no. 3, 2005.

· “Modernism and Fascism in American Letters: The Nashville Group”. University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary and Cultural Studies, Vol. VIII, no. 4, 2006.
· Strategists of Assimilation. Fundatia Nationala pentru Stiinta si Arta, Academia Romana, 2003. 

· “Translating the Novel Quest into Heideggerese”. University of Bucharest Review, Vol. II, Nr.7, 2000. 

· “Ethnicity as Otherness: Jewish-Romanian/American Literary Discourses. Transatlantic Connections”. Eds. Rodica Mihaila, Irina Grigorescu Pana. Editura Integral, Bucuresti, 2000 (articol recenzat in American Quarterly 57.1 [2005], pp 38, 54, de catre Shelley Fisher Fishkin; accesibil si prin baza de date Project Muse)
· “Felix Aderca: Jewishness and Modernism”. Studia Hebraica, Universitatea din Bucuresti, 1/2001.

· “Assimilation as Simulation: Mary Antin’s Promised Land”. University of Bucharest Review. A Journal of Literary Studies. Vol.III, Number 12, 2001. 

· “Anzia Yezierska’s Divided Self: An Ambiguous Construct”. Studia Hebraica, Universitatea din Bucuresti, 1/2002. 

· “Storytelling as Tikun Ulam with Elie Wiesel and Art Spiegelman”. British and American Studies, Editura Universitatii de Vest, Vol. X, 2004, 217-222. 

· “A Hoax of Hate: Henry Ford and The International Jew”. British and American Studies, Editura Universitatii de Vest, Vol. XI, 2005, 79-88.
· “Holocaust and Holocaust-er. Gauging Evil, Comparing Notes”. Our America: People, Places, Times. A Collection of Essays. Eds. Rodica Mihaila, Irina Grigorescu Pana. Bucuresti: Univers Enciclopedic, 2005.

· “The Problematic Hero: Nietzsche’s Superman as Dostoievski’s Underground Man and Saul Bellow’s Schlemiel”. Romanoslavica, XXXIV, Bucuresti, 1996. 

· “Bernard Malamud, an Apologist for Sufferance”. Revista Cultului Mozaic, nr.523, Februarie, XXVI, Bucuresti, 1983. 

· “Saul Bellow’s Novel in the Context of European Thought: A Greek World”. Synthesis, VII, 1980, Bucuresti, Editura Academiei Romane. 

· “Meeting Saul Bellow”. Caiet, nr.46, Bucuresti, 1979-1980. 

· “Saul Bellow: Humboldt’s Gift”. Caiet nr. 49, Bucuresti, 1979-1980.

Innovative courses, based on the project research theme, conducted within the University of Bucharest B.A. and M.A. programs: Essentials of Jewish American History and Civilization (2005); Aspects of Ethnicity (2003); Ethnicity and Assimilation in Jewish American Fiction (2002); Ethnic Jewish American and Romanian Patterns in American and Romanian Fiction (1998-to date); Ethnicity and Myth (1993-1994). 

National and international organizations affiliations: the Romanian Society for English Academic Studies (member); the Romanian Association for American Studies (founding member), the European Society for the Study of English (member); Modern Language Association (member).
Awarded projects:

· 2003: Jewish American Research Grant, John F. Kennedy Institute for North American Studies, Freie Universität Berlin

· 2001-2002: Postdoctoral Fulbright Scholar, Brandeis University. U.S.A. in the domain of Jewish-American culture.  

· 1993: English Language Teaching and British Cultural Studies Course, at the University of Warwick, Great Britain.

