Dana - Camelia Mihailescu has been a PhD day-student at the University of Bucharest since October 2004; PhD supervisor: Prof. Rodica Mihaila, PhD. Ms. Mihailescu’s PhD thesis (The Contingency of Double Identity. The East European in Early 20th Century Jewish American Prose) is an inter-ethnic literary study of the relations between Eastern European Jewish Americans and their host society. The aim of the thesis is that of detecting the evolution of the relation between the ethnic group and the nation.


The present project is expected to assist in the elaboration of Ms. Mihailescu’s PhD thesis, continuing the research which she has already started in a promising way. As a proof of this, we mention the PhD student’s participation at international conferences having topics closely related to that of the present project, such as the MESEA Conference Ethnic Life Writing and Histories, held at Navarra University, Pamplona in May 2006 and the HCA Spring Academy held at Heidelberg University in April 2007. The papers presented at these conferences dealt with the relation between ethnicity and nationhood in the case of Eastern European Jewish American immigrant writers. To these are added a series of articles published in Romanian ISSN-indexed volumes and by international publishing houses (e.g Peter Lang).     
