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Project / partners search for calls

FP7- REGIONS- 2007-1 (Regions of knowledge)

OUEST-genopole (OGP), a regional research driven cluster, is seeking to join a consortium under construction as partner for the following FP7 call:

REGIONS-2007-1: Regions of Knowledge: Analysis, mentoring and integration of research actors
Key-words: regional research driven cluster in genomics – marine resources – agriculture – human health – biotechnology – knowledge and technology transfer – RTD investments at regional level – economic development needs
Our competency: OUEST-genopole (OGP) is a regional research driven cluster in genomics with applications in the fields of Marine science, agriculture, food processing and human health. 

The cluster gathers:

· 2 regional authorities, the Regional Councils of Bretagne and Pays de la Loire (which intervene both in the governance and the funding of OGP),

· 55 research units from universities and national research organizations (AFSSA, CNRS, IFREMER, INRA, INSERM, …)

· 5 technological platforms of high and new technologies ("omics" technologies) and innovation structures which use to develop cooperation with regional SMEs.
Current national and European collaborations: The OGP actors participate to many national programmes (Genoplante) or European projects. The original feature concerns the Marine science, with the coordination of the European Network of Excellence Marine Genomics. The Regional Council of Brittany, also member of the OGP cluster, is the coordinator of the ARRGOS project (Regions of knowledge II in FP6) which deals with the RTD governance at the regional level.
Context: The OGP cluster was launched in 2002 with the initial aim of fostering its capacity for investing and conducting RTD activities in genomics in the fields of marine biology, agriculture and human health, by:

· setting-up, improving and sharing technological core facilities, 

· supporting large collaborative research projects and training in genomics,

· developing inter-regional projects,

· taking part into European research programs.

Today, the cluster is involved in the implementation of a new actions plan integrating the regional economic development strategy. 

This actions plan includes the following issues:

· the cluster governance for both a higher involvement of each actors (including industry) and a higher investment in RTD projects

· enhancing knowledge and technological transfer between research entities and enterprises, through networking and taken into account the economic development needs

· the improvement of SMEs access to the research carried-out by research actors of the cluster

· mobilizing financial possibilities afforded at regional, national and European levels, especially concerning a coherent use of the Structural Funds

· the creation of biotechnological spin-offs 

· the development of the territorial attractiveness.
Role in the project: The Region of knowledge program represents a real opportunity for OGP to define and implement its new actions plan for the coming years into the European wide context, especially thanks to a mutual learning of regional research-driven clusters dealing with issues of similar interest. Including the performing of a detailed analysis of its state of play, the organisation of workshops or seminars and the dissemination of good practice, OGP could have a significant role in the definition of a joint Action Plan of RTD activities at a regional level to drive economic development in genomics, especially in the marine, agriculture, food and human health fields. 

Contact:

Jocelyne Le Seyec

OUEST-genopole

Université de Rennes 1

2 avenue du Pr Léon Bernard

CS 34317

35043 Rennes Cedex

FRANCE

Tél. +33 2 23 23 45 81

Email: jocelyne.leseyec@univ-rennes1.fr
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