For dissemination in your respective countries: reminder and clarifications regarding the preparation of Stage 1 proposals

(text in italics: extract from Annex 4 of the Guide for applicants)
· Number of pages requested for Stage 1 proposals: 10 pages is the maximum number of pages required. These do not include the cover page, also essential at stage 1. The cover page includes:
Proposal full title:

Proposal acronym: please make sure that this is the same as in part A; it should appear as a header in each page in part B!
Type of funding scheme:

Collaborative Project

If a distinction is made in the call, please state which type of collaborative project your

proposal relates to: (i) Small or medium-scale focused research project; (ii). Large-scale integrating project; (iii) Project targeted to special groups such as SMEs and other smaller actors

Work programme topics addressed:

(if more than one, indicate their order of importance to the project. Please note, the topics indicated here should agree with the topics selected on Form A1. In case of ambiguity, the proposal will be deemed to address the topics selected on Form A1.)

Name of the coordinating person:

The list of participants and the budget has to be provided separately as explained under point 6 of Annex 4 of the Guide for applicants as follows: 

6. Partnership and Budget (This section is required for stage 1 submissions only)

For stage 1 proposals only, in order to describe the partnership and the estimated financial

resources involved, please complete the two tables below. This is in addition to the stage 1

proposal length stipulated in the work programme.

Table 1: Partnership

Table 2: Estimated budget

Be reminded that:

- the above tables detailing the partnership and the budget are also additional to the maximum of 10 pages requested;

- the '10 pages' are intended in A4 format and font size 12. Headers and footnotes, such as the project Acronym, are possible.
· Content of Stage 1 proposals: Annex 4 of the Guide for Applicants provides the indications of the headings 'essential' for Stage 1 proposals. These reflect the two evaluation criteria (S&T quality and Impact) which will be applied for evaluating stage 1 proposals. 

1: Scientific and/or technical quality, relevant to the topics addressed by the call

1.1 Concept and objectives (Essential at stage 1)

Explain the concept of your project. What are the main ideas that led you to propose this

work?

Describe in detail the S&T objectives. Show how they relate to the topics addressed by the

call. The objectives should be those achievable within the project, not through subsequent

development. They should be stated in a measurable and verifiable form, including through

the milestones that will be indicated under section 1.3 below.

1.2 Progress beyond the state-of-the-art (Essential at stage 1)

Describe the state-of-the-art in the area concerned, and the advance that the proposed

project would bring about. If applicable, refer to the results of any patent search you might

have carried out.

1.3 S/T methodology and associated work plan (Overview essential at stage 1)

At stage 1, an overview of the work plan to be adopted should be proposed.
3. Impact

3.1 Expected impacts listed in the work programme (Essential at stage 1)

Describe how your project will contribute towards the expected impacts listed in the work

programme in relation to the topic or topics in question. Mention the steps that will be

needed to bring about these impacts. Explain why this contribution requires a European

(rather than a national or local) approach. Indicate how account is taken of other national or

international research activities. Mention any assumptions and external factors that may

determine whether the impacts will be achieved.
Tables such as those mentioned for Stage 2 proposals may be used if desired but will be counted as part of the 10 pages. 
EPSS is being made available for each call according to the order of call deadlines: 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm
Templates for part B based on annex 4 of the Guide for Applicants will be provided.

